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April 9, 2020  
  
  
Dear Parents, Guardians and Students of Alden High School:  
  
First and foremost, my hope is that all of you are safe and well.  As a school community our number one 
priority is to care for our students and families to the very best of our ability during these very trying 
times.  Please know that we are here for you and that you can reach out to myself, Mr. MacCowan or 
anyone else from the high school if you need our assistance. You can reach us via email or by calling the 
school number and leaving a phone message. Someone will return your call.  
  
There are a few things that I want to update you on with this letter.  The first item to share is the 
cancellation of the Regents exams.  No Regents exams will be administered in June of 2020, and the 
State Education Department has yet to determine if any exams will be administered in August of 
2020.  Stay tuned. Now, what does this mean for students who are currently enrolled in courses that 
culminate with a Regents exam?  Essentially it means that the students will be exempt from the exam(s) 
this year (June 2020) and if they complete the coursework in those subject areas to earn COURSE 
CREDIT, then they will never need to sit for the regents exam in any of those courses. However, if they 
do not complete the coursework this semester/earn course credit for any course that ends in a regents 
exam, the student would have two options: a) attend summer school in 2020 to earn the course credit 
(still no exam) or b) re-enroll in the course in the 20-21 school year to earn course credit AND take the 
regents exam in January of 2021 or June 2021.  The long and the short of it is this: it is very important 
that our students continue on with their school work to earn course credit for each and every course 
they are taking (regents or non-regents) so that they can continue to progress in their high school 
careers, or, in the case of our seniors,  graduate from high school.    
  
Now, in terms of earning course credit in the second semester for all courses, here is what you need to 
know. The 3rd Marking Period ended on Friday April 3rd. Grades for this Marking Period will be posted to 
the portal by Monday April 13th at the latest. For the 4th Marking Period we are converting to an 
ungraded system.  Beginning Monday April 20th and until further notice the following rubric will be used 
to assess every assignment in every subject area 9-12th grade.  You will not see a numerical grade for any 
assignment beginning 4/20/20 (the exceptions being AP and Dual Enrollment Courses for college credit). 
Instead you will see one of three comments in the parent/student portal for each assignment: WORK 
EXCEEDS EXPECTATIONS, WORK MEETS EXPECTATIONS, OR WORK NOT SUBMITTED. If an assignment 
is submitted that DOES NOT meet expectations, then the teacher will give feedback to the student about 
how to revise the work and resubmit it to meet or exceed the standard.    
  
Since we left school on March 13th, we have been following guidance from NYSED to focus our 
instructional efforts on “review and practice” of the curriculum that had been taught to date. Now, we 
are transitioning into the next phase of our “emergency remote learning” plan which will involve the 
introduction of “new learning opportunities” for the remainder of the semester.  The high school 



 

 

teachers will continue to use Schoology, OneNote, Zoom, Teams, email, and PowerSchool to facilitate 
instruction.  Our advisement teachers will continue to reach out to parents one time per week just to 
check in with you. Academic teachers will reach out as needed.  You may also hear from a counselor, 
social worker or administrator on an as needed basis. As I said, if you need any one of us, please reach 
out.   
  
I hope you have found this information to be helpful to you.  You may have specific follow-up questions 
that pertain to your child(ren) specifically. I completely understand. We all have a great many questions 
right now.  Some of them we may not even have an answer for yet.  But please don’t hesitate to email 
or call with questions. In the meantime, be safe and well.  Your individual and collective well-being is 
most important to us and certainly takes precedence over academic or school related matters during 
this pandemic.   
  
Sincerely,   

   
Kevin W. Ryan, Principal  
Alden High School  
  
cc. Mr. Stoltman, Superintendent  
      Mrs. Hance, Director of Student and Staff Learning   

 


